
Even though there’s been speculation
regarding what might happen with
Motorola globally, they’re still working
hard locally, with a number of appealing
products still available.

We had a look at three updated MotoRAZR2

variants this issue, their Ferrari Special Edition,
Rose Gold and Tin Silver V9 models.

Look & Feel
Admittedly its been a while since we’ve
reviewed the V9, so it was like a new phone. 

What jumped out initially was how the product
felt to hold. There’s a weighty, premium feeling
- as though it was moulded out of liquid metal.
An air of luxury is apparent when picking up the
handset.

Motorola achieved this by using very well
finished vacuumised metal and glass. 

With four different versions sitting in front of
us, it was hard to deny that the V9 is still a nice
handset.

Few other products have the same size screen
on the inside and out. The latest has increased
functionality on the outside, you can access
more menus using the external screen and
controls, without opening the unit. Being a
clamshell shape helps provide a large keypad
and screen on the inside but there may be times
when number and text input isn’t needed.

Updates
A range of colours is now available, with
perhaps one or two more in the pipeline. Rose
Gold and a Tin Silver are new, giving the phone
a real fashion accessory look.

Several vendors have gleaned wisdom from
watch and jewellery-making techniques,
contrasting to a few years ago when some
phones were made of creaky plastic.

The Ferrari Special Edition comes in a sleek black
vacuum metal finish with a checker flag pattern

and red accents, giving it a look and feel that is
distinctly Ferrari. Exclusive content is
embedded, including screen savers, wallpapers,
and unique ringtones that immerse consumers
in the Ferrari experience. Each RAZR2 Ferrari
Special Edition comes with a Ferrari-branded
leather carry case and an exclusive Ferrari-
branded rapid rate car charger. 

Macro Influences
Motorola has a new mobile CEO and the latest
news is that there’s a sexy new range of
products, with a 3g skew and touchscreen
options, due for release next year. Joint CEO
Greg Brown dropped hints of a comeback
without revealing too much. 
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Liquid Metal

Some keypads may
vary locally

1. SCREEN3 is located in a rectangular panel
at the base of the display. In this example,
headlines are being shown from The Australian
newspaper. Once set up, you don’t have to do
anything, with a ticker-style delivery whetting
your appetite to click through.

2. After clicking on a headline, a summary of
the article is provided. This may be enough or
click again to get the detailed story.

3. There’s a wide range of ‘channels’, including
news, sport, music, entertainment info and
gossip, health, horoscopes, travel and weather.

4. Motorola also has a backup service for
storing phone contacts in case you break or lose
your handset. This service is embedded in a
number of their phones and is seamless and
easy to use. 
It used to cost $3 a month but the latest news is
that Motorola Backup is now free (plus data
charges as applicable).

Motorola has also been working on a number of
smart apps. One of their most ambitious
projects was the release of SCREEN3. This is a
service where a content store sits behind the
network and automatically pushes out news

and other material of interest to the idle screen
of the phone. Call it a ‘screen ticker’ for want of
a better description.

You select channels of interest, then headlines
plus a thumbnail magically appear at the base

of the idle phone screen. This widget-style
approach means zero clicks in giving you flashes
of text and images of interest. Then click for a
summary of the article, with a second click
delving deeper into the long version.

The Third Screen
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