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Samsung’s U900 (Soul) And now for the more fashion-centric models, with the
three products on the previous page being skewed more towards imaging enthusiasts.
If you look closely in this photo, colours have been boosted, adding extra pink in the
reflection below the wharf and in the sky. Focus is averaged overall, presenting it as
an overall scene, rather than highlighting specific objects.

Samsung’s F480 - A soft focus effect comes across here, a little darker than most
others. Extra pink and blue have been added in different parts of the sky. The white in
the railing is rather accurate.

This is a macro shot so it’s important that fine detail in the middle of the shot is sharp.
Close focussing means less depth of field, purposely making the background out of focus. A small depth of
field is a creative effect used extensively by professional photographers. Bark and leaves in the
background of this shot are blurred accordingly.
The flower provides a good test of how vibrant each camera phone reproduces colour and contrast.
There’s a strip of concrete in the front left of the shot that you can compare in each photo to see how
colour is represented overall.

Samsung’s G810 Again the 810 proved one of the more capable units in our tests. It
did a good job in focussing and capturing colour. Petals are really sharp and the stem
looks natural. You can still make out the V bottle in the background meaning larger
depth of field. A little pink is visible in the soft focussed background as well.

Nokia’s N82 After finding the macro function wasn’t in an intuitive place, the N82
did a great job. Vibrant colour, sharp focus - showing fine detail, and good contrast.
Water droplets can be seen if you look closely. Perhaps a little too much colour, with
greater saturation than in real life. The N82 was the last unit to take this shot and it
started to sprinkle, moving the flower and adding droplets.

5Mpx Shootout

1. Focus

Sharp detail
Also colour

2. Depth of Field

Small depth of field-
meaning the
background is out of
focus on purpose

3. Colour (tint)

* Compare this concrete strip
* Compare brightness and colour intensity overall

4. Small Depth of Field

LG Secret This is a nicely balanced shot, with a slightly softer focus all over. A
good job was done with the railing, not quite white but fairly close. There’s a bit
of a blue/green tinge overall. Pretty good from an early sample.
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Sony Ericsson’s C902i As mentioned, we had a very early version of the C902i,
and expect results to improve by the time it’s on sale. Fine detail in the main flower was
captured well, providing a purposely blurred backdrop, making it stand out even more.
Detail around petals and the top of the stem stand out in particular. A bit of a purple
tinge can be seen in the background.

LG’s Secret Petals and top part of the stem are in focus and we like the way the
background radically dropped away, drawing attention to the flower. Colour is
natural without too much over compensation. No colour tinges in the purposely
blurred section.

5Mpx Shootout

Samsung’s U900 (Soul) The U900 did a good job focussing, with colour and
contrast represented well. This product produced a slightly greater depth of field than
other models, meaning the background didn’t blur as much as we would have liked.
You can see by greater detail in bark and leaves.

Samsung’s F480 A good job was done in focussing on the flower, purposely
providing significant amount of blurring in the background. A bit of pink tinge can
be seen in the blurred section. The picture looks nice overall.

Product
Highlights

Model Samsung G810 Nokia N82 Sony Ericsson C902i Samsung U900 LG Secret Samsung F480

Pros Great imaging Great imaging High end imaging Stylish and fashionable Stylish and fashionable Touch screen

High end features High end features Slim Slim Slim Slim

Xenon flash Xenon flash Fashionable Broad appeal Broad appeal Unusual

Optical zoom

GPS and GPS and geotagging Geotagging

potential geotagging and external GPS

Cons Not slim Not slim Only LED flash Only LED flash Only LED flash Only LED flash
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5 Mpx Shootout

So What?
Well, picture quality continues to improve.
Many 5 Megapixel models are available. Models
tested this time represented a mixed bunch -
from imaging specific phones to thin fashion
variants.

It’s great to finally see a number of slim 5
Megapixel camera phones.

Generally things such as auto focus, flash and
white balance are the main elements affecting
photo quality and there seems to be an overall
improvement underway. These areas are just as

important as the number of Megapixels.

Quite a few camera phones in the pipeline now
have face detection features as well - designed
to gain better results from auto focus
mechanisms.

Geotagging could become popular as a greater
number of phones now integrate a GPS or other
form of triangulation.

It’s all about choice, allowing enthusiasts to go
for larger imaging-centric models but also
providing more all-round 5 Megapixel
capabilities in fashion phones.

Even though shutter response is getting better,

there’s still too much of a lag in camera phones
- meaning that fast paced action is missed. This
is currently a universal problem and challenges
don’t become apparent until you try and
photograph moving objects.

Everyone’s hoping that as images get better, a
greater amount of sharing will take place. Time
for greater inspiration and lowering the cost of
sending. Email and online applications accessed
from a PC are currently main ways of sharing,
still costing next to nothing to share each shot.
Going from costing almost nothing to a small
charge is plausible when sending, otherwise
consumers won’t bother via mobiles.

This was a  difficult shot for all products, using each
phone’s timer for a two handed, steady grip in low
light.
Samsung’s G810 
Overall focus is averaged, weighted towards closer
objects. A yellow tinge can be seen above the
roadway.  Pylons below the road are a bit out of
focus. There’s a fair bit of flare around strong light
sources. As mentioned, this was purposely the most
challenging photo.

Nokia’s N82
It’s hard to tell a lot of differences in these shots but
we’ve had the benefit of blowing each one up at full
size.
Nokia’s N82 handled flare better than most others.
This image has less contrast overall, making support
wires above the roadway harder to see.
The shot is more suited to a digital SLR on a tripod.
Just capturing the image is a good effort!

Sony Ericsson’s C902i
The C902i has averaged focus overall, and contrast is
good. The best representation of this picture is hard to
pick so we’ll leaving it up to you.
We might sound a bit picky with this scene as it’s a
rather difficult shot to take - pushing each unit to its
limits.

LG’s Secret
The result above is slightly dark overall, including
purple shades and fairly soft focus. Detail in close
objects is a bit better than other models. Remember
this shot was taken using the timer and trying to hold
each camera phone super still!

Samsung’s F480
Quite a pleasing shot. By keeping the image lighter
overall, it picked up a few more details, with flags
particularly standing out. Detail in support wires can
be seen.
Being lighter than other shots detail under the bridge
has been blown out a bit. 

Samsung’s U900 (Soul)
Colour is fairly accurate in this shot, it’s a bit dark
overall as with several other results from this test.
The image gets a bit darker towards the back,
making it harder to see the flag on top of the second
pylons.
Again, just taking the photo is a sign of success.




