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PreviewSamsung M110

Tonka Tough

Shiny Silver
Sagem has a new youth-centric phone
they’re launching, the my721X. It ties in
with a lot of current trends at the moment
- it’s slim, includes a 3.2 Megapixel camera
and sports a fashionable metal finish.

Well, the my721X doesn’t necessarily have to be
youth centric, it’s the sort of product that would
have been on a mid-range post paid plan not so
long ago.

Look & Feel
Even though only 9.8 mm thick, the my721X
doesn’t feel flimsy. Weight and durability are
provided by metal in the back cover and
accents.

A flat keypad design has been implemented,
with buttons protruding from slits in a single
sheet of metal.

There’s a stylish but straight-forward feel to this
handset, perhaps a refreshing element for
customers who get overwhelmed by features
they’ll never use.

This product includes a fairly loud ringer that
plays MP3 ringtones and SMS alerts. It seems as
though whoever used the sample before us
loaded some funny Borat and Crazy Frog SMS
notifications. A good reminder of the value of
MP3 alerts, particularly SMS notifications. A lot

of young people don’t talk as much these days,
preferring to communicate via text.

Screen
A 262k colour TFT screen is included, capable of
displaying fine detail in photos. This works well
with its 3.2 Megapixel camera, both as a
viewfinder and in displaying photo albums.

When we turned it on, photos from the gallery
acted as a screen saver, with animated
transitions at set intervals.

Audiovisual Extras
As mentioned, the my721X has a 3.2 Megapixel
still camera, plus camcorder capabilities.
Including a microSD slot opens up possibilities
regarding music, with one of the early launch
plans being to bundle a 512 Mb card inbox.

There’s also an FM radio making an almost
unlimited amount of audio programming
available.

Bluetooth is also embedded, for connecting
headsets and sharing between phones.

Impression
Sagem always offer bang for your buck. Once
again, they’re launching a product that would
have cost hundreds more dollars only a year or
two ago.

Samsung’s also going back to basics, with a
ruggedised phone, their M110 - designed
for tradies and outdoor enthusiasts.

You don’t really have to be a builder or
mountain climber for Samsung’s M110 to
appeal, in many ways it’s a great weekend or
second phone. Swap your SIM card out from the
business mobile after work and head for a bike
ride or day on the water without fearing
damage.

Many people drive 4WD vehicles around the city
without taking them off road, similarly
Samsung’s M110 offers the security of greater
protection.

Look & Feel
The M110 is a low fuss handset, resistant to
water, dust, drops and bumps, due to its
reinforced housing and rubberised seals.

Its keypad is made from a one-piece membrane,
with no gaps to let moisture or dust in. Buttons
are a decent size and raised, so they can be
operated by ‘builder’s thumbs’ or with gloves
on.

A relatively basic 1.52” colour screen is included,
more than enough to support calls and SMS.
Samsung say they used a special hardened
coating to help protect the screen from bumps
and scratches.

Even though protective elements house the
product, Samsung’s M110 is still a pretty small
phone - easily tucked away or taken jogging.

Performance
A dedicated rear speaker helps amplify alerts, so
you can hear them from a distance or when the
phone’s packed away.

Downloadable MP3 and poly ringers can help
spice things up, but there’s only standard SMS
tones to choose from.

Fonts are relatively large, so you can see what’s
going on at a distance, and out in sunlight.

Extras
There’s an inbuilt LED torch and VGA camera,
both handy inclusions for when you least expect
to need them. The torch has a dedicated key,
next to the red end button.

Integrating an FM radio is also a good idea - for
people to listen to while working, training or
enjoying the great outdoors. News, music,
weather and traffic information are all freely
avaliable.

Bluetooth is another extra. Owners might want
to use a headset, leaving both hands free. An
inbuilt hands-free speakerphone is ideal for
multi-tasking. Photos can also be shared with
other phones over Bluetooth.

Impression
It’s surprising how many times the request for
simple but robust phones comes up in everyday
conversation. Most just want them for calls and
SMS. Plus if affordable enough, the whole thing
can be replaced if it suffers a major mishap.

Actual size

Actual size
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