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Preview Sony Ericsson C902i

People in Focus
Sony Ericsson’s Cyber-shot camera phones
have established a credible track record in
imaging, with their latest, the C902i
slimming down and becoming more
fashionable.

Sony Ericsson has a few big ideas. They’ve been
working on more than just phone hardware -
what they call the UX (User Xperience). This
includes menu design, integrating fun and
useful applications, plus facilitating sharing
through the internet and from phone to phone.

Quirky examples include integrating TrackID,
Google Maps for Mobile, a news ticker in idle
mode, seamless blogging, photo and video
editing plus physical shortcuts making usage
easier. 

Look & Feel
The first thing that has to be said about Sony
Ericsson’s C902i is that it’s slim. 10.5 millimetres
slim. This product is the slimmest 5 Megapixel
camera phone we’ve tried.

As mentioned last edition, one of the dangers
of slimming down handsets is making them
flimsy - both in terms of durability and how they
feel to hold. Sony Ericsson has addressed this by
using a metal core in the construction of the
C902i, giving it a bit of weight and a robust feel.

Incorporating a slide out lens cover helps keep
the C902i slim, protects its lens (the most fragile
part) and adds a fun quick start mechanism
when taking photos. 

Perhaps a new owner should first turn their
C902i on at night, as a mysterious glow brings it
to life. Sony Ericsson has incorporated what
they call sensorial illumination. White or blue
backlighting is used around the keypad and rear
depending on whether in phone or camera
mode.

Calls & SMS
As mentioned repeatedly, even though camera
and other cool supplementary abilities might be
great, a good phone is what people need first
and foremost. 

The C902i does well in this regard, with tactile
buttons that let you type SMSs quickly. Ringer
volume is good, with MP3 alerts for calls and
messages - as you’d expect these days.

Full screen photo caller ID is provided, helping
add personality to frequent callers. Being a 3.5g
product, video calling is also standard.

Camera 
As Sony Ericsson’s Cyber-shot co-brand suggests,
good 5 Megapixel photos and camcorder
footage can be taken.

A bright LED light is used in a sort of burst mode
when taking photos at night. It’s better than
older style LEDs, but not quite as bright as a
Xenon flash, such as K850i’s. 

Creative options are abundant - such as spot
focus, photo fix, taking panorama shots, fancy
photo frames, and creative image effects.

There’s also an image stabiliser that helps
compensate for movement.

The unit tested was a really early pre-
production sample, and we assume it will
capture images at a similarly high standard to
Sony Ericsson’s K850i.

Face detection
A popular new feature in most high-end camera
phones is face detection. This is where the auto
focus mechanism is smart enough to identify a
face in each shot, concentrating sharpness in
that area, even if off-centre.

BestPic
One of the main challenges for every camera
phone is shutter lag. They aren’t as responsive
as stand-alone digital cameras, and Sony
Ericsson has addressed this with BestPic. It’s a
feature where four shots are stored in the split
second before you press the shutter all the way
down, with another four just after. These four
pre and post shots are buffered, giving you nine
split second variations to choose from, including
the photo snapped at the precise time you press
the button.

It’s great if you didn’t hold the C902i steady
enough, because at least one out of the nine
buffered shots will be better than the rest.

Or another example of how it’s useful is if
someone closes their eyes in a photo - usually
one of the nine variations will be ok.

In the C902i, BestPic now works with the photo
light for better shots at night.

Screen
There’s a flat feel to this unit, a bit like a plasma
or LCD flat screen in your lounge room. An
improved screen design has been used, with the
LCD panel glued directly onto its scratch
resistant lens.

Dedicated keys for primary camera functions
are provided at top and bottom edges of the
screen when held sideways. This means easier,
faster access to each, not having to dig around
in menus to find eight main options provided. 

Fun & Games
As part of the goal of making sharing easier,
blogging is integrated into the messaging
menu. Sony Ericsson has worked hard to make
this spontaneous and simple.

A motion sensor for optimising screen
orientation is inbuilt, changing the perspective
depending on if the phone is held either
upright or sideways.

Plus there’s an added bonus: motion based
games. Games can be tilt controlled - point the
C902i toward the ground and move it from side-
to-side when playing Need for Speed car racing
game.

A bevy of other applications such as Google
Maps for Mobile, TrackID, MusicDJ, PhotoDJ and
VideoDJ are also pre-loaded, just as with most
new Sony Ericsson models.

Impression
Sony Ericsson’s C902i isn’t just for geeks but is a
cross between fashion and imaging-centric
phones. They say their C902i is as good looking
as the photos it takes.

Probably the slimmest high-end camera phone
available in our market this year - it’s thin, but
highly equipped. This is a handset that’s also a
little fun with a long list of other advantages in
music, online access, sharing and gaming.

Sony Ericsson has a combo plug in GPS/Stereo buds/Portable Hands
Free unit (HGE-100) that makes Google Maps for Mobile, geotagging
and other location services come alive.

Actual size
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BestPic buffers nine shots in memory. As you press the shutter button half way down
it take four shots before and four after you actually snap. This gives you a variety to
chose from, in case something went wrong at the split second the button was
pressed. Below is an example.

This is a real life example from on the C902i above, using BestPic. Usually it’s a matter of selecting the best shot out of the batch and saving it. There’s also an option to save them all - which we did in this case. Each of the tiny
shots above is 5 Megapixels in size and could be printed at the full width of this magazine page. Notice slight split second differences in the duck’s movement? Look closely at its neck, face and feet.

Touch frame controls: Shooting mode Scenes Self timer Flash

Sony Ericsson have provided ‘touch
frame’ camera shortcuts to key camera
controls - making things easier and
prompting users to become a bit more
adventurous.
By touch frame - we mean that surfaces
at the top and bottom of the C902i’s
screen (when held sideways in camera
mode) have touch sensitive controls
embedded.
This means not having to dig around in
menus to find eight primary options
provided.
Each control in frame around this is
labelled on the left. Bright blue
backlighting illuminates each.

Touch frame controls:
Still camera
shortcut

Camcorder
shortcut

Gallery
shortcut Focus type

Here’s the option of showing a photo
on a map. The C902i used network
triangulation to work out location to
within 1700m

Just like a number of other new Sony
Ericsson models, a zero-click (RSS)
news ticker is available on the
phone’s home screen.

Here’s Sony Ericsson’s demo
of how Face Detection
works.

Without Face Detection the
focus is set to the middle of
the scene.
In this case, regular central
auto-focussing concentrates
on greenery in the middle of
the photo.

With Face Detection, sensors
know there’s a face in the
shot and focus accordingly.
Here the demo shows how
the little girl’s face is the
priority, blurring greenery in
the background.

(Below) There’s an inbuilt gyro, automatically
changing orientation depending on if you’re holding
the C902i vertically or horizontally.

BestPic

Gallery views follow Sony Ericsson’s
Playstation-like menu bar. Things have
been laid out in a way that’s easier to
understand and appear more fun.

But as with most mobiles, this product
is a good phone first. Fancy extras
are great but a handset is carried
firstly as a phone. Full screen photo
CLI helps add personality.

Having
a motion
sensor that
turns screen
orientation around
provides another bonus:
motion based games. You
point the C902i toward the ground and move it from
side-to-side when playing Need for Speed.

(Left) There’s a Cyber-shot digital camera feel on the
inside. Shooting sideways like this is the default way
to take photos.
Google Maps for Mobile is tightly integrated so that
photos taken can then be viewed on a map.
Either an approximation is used or Sony Ericsson’s
HGE-100 GPS/PHF can be plugged in for more
precise location stamping.

(Below Left) Here’s another example of the digi cam
feel about this product. A number of presets are
available, optimised around popular sorts of photos.
Notice how rich the menus are.
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