Peek

Changing Touch

Since launching their Chocolate phone, LG
has been dabbling a lot with touch
controls. Here's an early Peek at their
KF600, with a mode changing, interactive
touchpad.

LG's KF600 is a stylish new slider due for release
in a few months. What's different about it is a
virtual navi-pad. LG call this their InteractPad.

About the bottom third of the front face is used
for virtual controls, which change in nature
according to which menu you're in. Not only
does this provide on-screen buttons but it also
displays graphics, even parts of photos when in
album mode.

Look & Feel

There's a regular keypad - meaning speed and
familiarity of input, plus touchscreen options
within the InteractPad. Its slide out keypad is
rather flat, a little RAZR-esque.

Feedback (vibration) is provided as you move
through different options using the InteractPad.
This helps identify where you're at because
buttons don’t physically move when using a
touchscreen.

The top of the product is shiny and smooth,
with a soft touch finish on the back. A greater
than average ‘fiddle factor’ comes across due to
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a smooth slide, InteractPad and mix of textured
surfaces.

At 14.1 mm thick, it's close to average in bulge
for a micro phone but reasonably slim for a
slider. Overall, a bit of a novel feel comes across
when using this product.

General Features

The KF600 is a well featured phone including a
3 Megapixel camera with auto focus, microSD
slot and great looking music player. Stereo
Bluetooth is also integrated and the sample unit
tested had Yahoo Go! embedded.

Overall there’s about 3.5 inches of screen, 2
inches of regular display area and 1.5 inches for
the InteractPad.

Graphics are bright and vibrant, with a number
of fun-looking animated themes. These can
move across both screen sections and helps give
the KF600 a hip personality.

Impression

This product interacts with your senses - on-
screen touch, bright visuals - being richer to feel
and see.

LG's KF600 is a stylish product, with the
potential to engage users a little more than
most rivals. It's not a 3g model, which might
affect ranging.

InteractPad

(Left) What's different about the KF600 is that
rather than a regular navi-pad, there's a context-
sensitive touchscreen. This is capable of
providing virtual on-screen buttons, graphics
and it even shows parts of photos.

It's basically a way of adding a lot of multi-
purpose features to that area of the phone,
simplifying things and making options easier to
access.

Actual size

The context-sensitive InteractPad changes
according to mode. Here when in (phone)
standby mode, shortcuts to the main menu,
SMS, phonebook, alarm and profiles are
provided in that window. In other modes
scroll bars and other options appear.
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When in music mode, the InteractPad
provides play controls and a progress bar.
A combination of graphics and symbols
makes it look very stylish - it's also practical.

Similarly in photo album mode, a column of
controls is provided, with the other two
thirds of the InteractPad acting as an
overview. This means a window at the
bottom showing where on a photo you've
zoomed for more detail.

In other menus, the InteractPad lets you
navigate - like a regular single context
controller. Big red arrows glow when press
one of the virtual keys to move around.

LG KF600

When sending SMS, shortcuts to symbols
appear in the InteractPad window. Virtual
buttons in their own right, rather than
having to press alphanumeric keys multiple
times to get symbols. It's like a keypad
extension.





