
Web Phone
Sony Ericsson has been innovative in
launching themed phones. They say it’s all
about the experience. Now there’s a
phone optimised for web services, the
K660i.
Sony Ericsson’s K660i is a high speed 3.5g phone
with sideways web viewing and low click
automated news feeds. It’s a cool product aimed
at a web savvy generation of 15-30 year olds.

Look & Feel
One of the first things that jumped out at us
was how bright the screen was. A vibrant 262k
colour display.

This time around Sony Ericsson has been a bit
creative in keypad design, using raised round
buttons. It appears very ‘modern’, with a clear
coating over either a black or white background
(depending on variant).

The K660i is designed to be turned sideways, in
order to better display web pages in wide
screen mode.

Back lit web shortcuts are provided along the
top row of the keypad when you turn the K660i
on its side. These are shortcuts for web page
entry, bookmarks, homepage and panning/
zooming around a page.

At 15 mm thick, overall dimensions are pretty
much standard for a micro phone.

There are two colour variants, lime on white for
younger customers and wine on black for more
conservative folk.

News Ticker
We covered the zero click approach the K660i
has for news feeds last edition but it deserves at
least a second mention. Once set up, a news
ticker automatically scrolls through headlines
on the phone’s desktop. 

If you’re wondering what’s going on in the
world around you, it’s just a matter of bumping
it out of sleep phone a few times a day to start
scrolling through the latest news.

Once addressing the sort of news you like, it’s
just a matter of ‘set and forget’.

A good trick is to go to www.google.com/news
and type in a keyword and use the result of that
search as the link for the news feeds (bottom
left of the page if you click RSS). Sounds

complicated but easy when you know how. As
members of the mobile industry we should lead
- so at least try it yourself! 

Google say their news service continually
updates information from 4,500 different news
sources so in effect you can have a ticker with
keyword links to that many publications.

Even at your desk there’s still information
clutter and we found ourselves glancing at the
K660i screen throughout the day because news
feeds were so focussed.

Web Viewing
As mentioned, this product is optimised for
sideways viewing. There’s a heavy duty browser
for looking at a range of web pages (big or
small), plus 3.5g ‘mobile broadband’ speed for
reducing lag.

Blogging is tightly integrated into imaging
sections, making it easy to post photos and
videos to the web.

The navi-pad also acts like a mouse when
surfing the net, freely moving around pages,
something Sony Ericsson call a magnetic mouse
pointer.

Other Stuff
Full screen photo caller ID is provided, plus
photo thumbnails appearing in visual alerts
when SMSs arrive. The ringer is vibrant, with a
number of elements optimised to give this
product an edgy, youthful personality. 

Sony Ericsson has been providing a lot of fun
extras in their phones of late. TrackID, for
example, is available in most models these days.
Google Maps for Mobile now ships in many of
their new phones as well. 

Those with access to a working K660i unit, do
yourself a favour and try the Video DJ function.
Sony Ericsson has included Video DJ for ages but
we’ve been a bit slow to appreciate how fun it
can be. See for yourself!

Impression
This product is great for commuters. It provides
a window to the world while a captive audience
is on public transport.

It’s a great way to join the digital revolution
while on the move - accessing all sorts of
interesting material. A great new product for
the Facebook generation.

Actual size

Products like this still have to remain a
‘phone first’. That’s why Photo Caller ID
and photo thumbnails on SMS are pretty
cool.

Here is the wine and black variant. On screen is a full size PC internet web page, using the
pan and zoom option to move about the page. 
If you look closely web shortcuts are illuminated above the top row of buttons, 3, 6, 9 and #.
Easily identifying such shortcuts makes the product easier to use, as you don’t have to hunt
around trying to work out which button to press.
Turning the phone on its side means you don’t have to scroll as much either. Browsing is more
natural this way, with your right thumb using the navi-key like a mouse to get around, and
shortcuts conveniently located at the top right.
Such things help make a web experience better, something Sony Ericsson has obviously aimed
to do with a targeted ‘web’ phone.Sony Ericsson has designed the web menu

as a launch pad for a number of popular
options/services.

Even though the K660i hasn’t got an
inbuilt GPS, Google Maps for Mobile is
still pretty interesting. You can also connect
via a Bluetooth GPS.

Web shortcuts
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