Peek

Sporty Fun

By John Fardoulis

Sony Ericsson will soon be launching a
new sports Cyber-shot camera phone,
perhaps the perfect product for active
Aussie lifestyles.

This is just a brief peek at the C702i, we'll need
more room to cover it in greater detail next
edition.

Intro

One of the highlights of the C702i is splash and
dust resistance. This doesn’t mean splash/dust
‘proof’ but does offer more protection than the
average phone. ‘Sporty’ is probably the best
expression.

Sony Ericsson’s C702i is relatively unique,
potentially hitting a sweet spot (being both
sporty and GPS enabled) that rivals haven't yet
catered for.

It's a 3.2 Megapixel auto focus product, with
new imaging features such as face detection
and photo place tagging (geo-tagging).

Having an inbuilt GPS offers active and outdoor
minded people a lot. The C702i can help you get
to a destination, track progress on the way and
automatically place photos captured onto a
map.

With integrated blogging (now including
video), this phone will also be great for
travellers adding tagged photos onto maps. Or
it can link to Google Earth for higher quality
satellite underlays.

Look & Feel

In line with a sporty theme, there’s a textured,
non-slip back, making the product easy to hold
and also providing a bit of a fiddle factor.

Parts of its keypad are a bit smaller than
average but you get used to this. A ‘fun factor’
about this phone helps stop you from being
critical.

For those a little unfamiliar with the latest Sony
Ericsson phones, menus are straightforward and

easy to get around. Sony Ericsson also bundles a
number of fun applications such as TrackID,
Video DJ and a couple of cute games.

There are two colour variants, black and cool
cyan. Photos on this page don’t do the phone
justice as it looks better in the flesh.

Location, Location, Location

First it was colour screens, then inbuilt cameras,
then music. Now an area to watch is location
abilities in phones.

A handful or two of such models will launch this
year, with the range of products doubling next
year and the following. But what's cool is more
about services than just GPS coordinates.

Sony Ericsson has tightly integrated GPS with
Google Maps. We also got Wayfinder to plug
into to Facebook, showing friends where we
were.

Cross-pollination between a phone and popular
web services could create a big buzz. Computers
don't travel much and most stand-alone digital
cameras don’t have GPS built in. But a mobile
such as the C702i provides a three way wrap of
imaging/location/connectivity. Not quite the
fourth dimension but a fun new digital
dimension.

Other

Being 3.5g means speedy downloads and online
access, as well as a good connection for
blogging.

Optus, Vodafone and Three are the major
candidates to get behind this product.

Nokia paved the way with more business/techie-
style GPS phone designs, leaving room for Sony
Ericsson to launch their first as being sporty and
fun. This means more of an ‘outdoors’ spin for
the C702i.

Impression

Maybe it's just my lifestyle but for people like
me there’s huge potential for such a product. So
far it's shaping up to be one of my favourite
handsets of all time.
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After taking a photo you can view where
it was shot on a map. Google Maps is
installed in the phone so it shows the
location of the photo either on a map or
using a satellite view.
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Here's the same shot showing location in
satellite view. The photo was taken at V-
Festival in Centennial Park and a satellite
view gives an idea of the landscape.

The pre-production sample we tested also
had a trial version of Wayfinder’s turn-by-
turn voice prompted navigation. It's great
to see a range of location services
available.

Plus a tracker application allowing you to
review exercise routines. Knowing how
far and fast you've travelled is great in
working out things such as calories

burned.

You can see how many satellites the
C702i has locked onto when working out
a position fix.





